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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



Hon. WILLIAM F. WHARTON'S REPLY. 

Department of State, 

Washington, April 8, 1892. 
My Dear Mr. Paine : 

Your letter of March 25th was received some time ago 
and should have been answered before this. We here 
consider that the arrangement of 1817 as to naval arma- 
ment on the Lakes is in full force and effect. The notice 
of a desire to terminate the agreement which was given by 
this government in 1865 was afterwards withdrawn and 
the two governments agreed to consider the arrangement 
as effective as if no such notice had been given. 
Sincerely yours, 

William F. Wharton. 



The following letter was received too late for the 
Memorial number of the Advocate in memory of Mr. 
Howard. The sympathy of his Italian friends will be 
much appreciated by all the friends of the late Secretary 
in this country. 

Milan, Feb. 19, 1892. 

To the Honorable President of the American Peace Society in 
Boston : 

Our Committee, deeply mourning for the death of 
your worthy Secretary, Mr. Rowland B. Howard, tender 
you their most sincere sentiments of condolence. By 
this death we are, alas ! in the course of a few months, 
bereft of another of the most ardent and illustrious 
Apostles of Peace. To him who had devoted such 
strenuous and constant exertions to the cause of Peace ; 
who from remote America had come to our capital to 
extend the hand of brotherhood to his European friends, 
and there so unexpectedly ended his precious life, our 
reverent and grateful remembrance shall ever recur ; and 
the tomb of your fellow-citizen shall remain with us a 
solemn pledge of the inmost solidarity, which links 
together all the friends of Peace throughout the world, 
and which in a happy future shall embrace all the civil- 
ized nations of the earth. 

For the Committee, 

E. Teodoro Moneta. 

Luigi Mazzocchi. 



London, May 4, 1892. 
Robert Treat Paine, Esq. : 

My Dear Sir — The enclosed resolution adopted by 
our Committee, relative to the death of our dear friend, 
Rev. R. B. Howard, should have been sent you before 
now, but has been waiting my own freedom from pressing 
engagements in order to do so. 

With the spirit and sympathy of the resolution I need 
not say I heartily concur. 

It has been a great grief to me that our dear friend 
was taken away, especially under the circumstances. 

In my judgment a nobler, truer follower of Jesus Christ, 
and a more earnest and effectual advocate of Peace has 
not been associated with the movement. 

My own friendship and intimacy with him will ever 
form one of the most memorable features of my life, and 



I do join you most sympathetically both in your sorrow 
for his departure and your grateful memory of his worth 
and work. 

I should be glad if you will communicate our resolution 
to your colleagues. 

I am yours very truly, 

W. Evans Darby. 

RESOLUTION 

Of the Committee of the Peace Society, London, 19th February 

1892. 

" That the Committee of the Peace Society have heard 
with sorrow of the decease of the Rev. R. B. Howard, 
Secretary of the American Peace Society, and desire to 
express their sympathy with his relatives and colleagues 
under this bereavement. 

"Mr. Howard's sterling character and devotion to duty 
have secured for him the respect and esteem of his ac- 
quaintances on both sides of the Atlantic." 



RESOLUTION OF COMMITTEE OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL ARBITRATION AND PEACE 
ASSOCIATION. 
alluded to in letter on previous page. 

Threatened Abrogation of the Treaty op 1817 Re- 
lating to the Ships of War on the American Lakes. — 
Resolved: " That an Address be presented to H. M, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, for the purpose of 
expressing on behalf of the Association, the grave impor- 
tance of maintaining in its integrity the Treaty of 1817, 
under which Great Britain and the United States of 
America entered into an agreement that neither Power 
should place ships of war on the American Lakes. " 

Resolved: " That this expression of opinion has been 
rendered necessary by the fact that in February, 1865, a 
resolution was adopted by the United States Congress 
that a notice to terminate the Treaty, given by Mr. Sec- 
retary Seward in November, 1864, should be adopted and 
ratified. 

" This Committee learns that although that notice was 
subsequently withdrawn, the Solicitor to the Treasury of 
the United States has recently expressed an opinion that 
the Act of Congress in question cannot be nullified by the 
State Department ; and that consequently, the Treaty of 
1817 is no longer in force. 

"This Committee, however, ventures to believe that it 
is essential to maintain the absolute neutrality of the 
great inland waters which separate Canada and the United 
States ; and in such a manner as to diminish all facilities 
for any conflict which might unhappily arise. 

" It is further to be observed that if the provisions of 
the Treaty of 1817 are not maintained, a rivalry in arma- 
ments would probably arise— a proceeding which would 
imply the possibility of hostilities at some future time, 
and (end to diminish a sense of public security, and that 
spirit of close friendship which should exist between Can- 
ada, Great Britain and the United Slates. 

" It seems hardly necessary to point out, further, that 
expenditure incurred for the purpose of maintaining ships 
ot war would constitute a very serious charge on the 
finances of the Dominion." 
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Resolved, therefore, for the above reasons: "That it 
is very desirable that the exact facts of the case should 
be made known to the people of the two countries, and 
that, if they are as above stated, Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment be requested to place itself in communication with 
that of the United States, in order that full effect may be 
given to the provisions of the Treaty of 1817." 

Resolved: " That a letter be addressed, in the above 
sense, to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs." 



AMONG THE PAPERS. 



because the social, the commercial and religious ties are 
woi th a thousand fold more as a means of protection than 
all the armaments that could be constructed. If, with 
this entire absence of military and naval defences on our 
Northern border, we can rest thus securely, why need we 
to fear aggression from the countries of Europe? They, 
too, are bound to us by such commercial ties that both we 
and they would lose more by even a successful war than we 
could possibly gain. The ships that sailed, several weeks 
ago, laden with food for the famine-stricken peasants of 
Russia, are a far more powerful means of national defence 
than our costliest forts and monitors ; and the gladness 
with which their coming was hailed in the ports of Russia, 
and the honors paid to their officers by the imperilled 
magnates, indicate that the cheapest, wisest and best 
method of promoting peace is by manifesting national 
peacefulness. — Christian Cynosure. 



OUR NAVY AND COAST DEFENCES. 

We are beginning to pride ourselves on our enlarged 
and efficient navy. Some immense guns are being 
shipped to our Pacific coast, to be placed in forts and 
batteries on our western border. Besides the immense 
drain on our national treasurj-, and the diversion of 
much-needed funds from all important objects, we are 
educating the rising generation in the idea of the glory 
and necessity of war, and that it is only when we, as a 
nation, emulate the character and conduct of our great 
ruffian, John L. Sullivan, that we can hope for peace and 
protection. It seems never to have occurred to the men 
who advocate these measures, that just as the Sullivans 
are the men who have the most fights, and get the most 
severely pounded, so the nations with the greatest arma- 
ments, and that make the greatest preparations for war, 
are those who suffer most from its ravages,. The bully 
among the nations, just as truly as the bully among men, 
is the most hated and despised. 

A special emphasis was recently given to this subject 
in view of our strained relations with Great Britain and 
Canada, on account of the seal fisheries. Happily the 
cause for uneasiness and fear of war has since then dis- 
appeared ; but the frontier protection of our nation still 
maintains its importance and interest. 

The Dominion of Canada is our nearest neighbor. We 
are separated by an international liue of more than 3000 
miles, most of which has no natural or artificial barrier. 
Great railroad trains constantly pass and repass, without 
the slightest fear of molestation, or even of knowledge 
when the unseen boundary has been left b hind. 

Now, what has been our military defence against incur- 
sions from our nearest and most wide-awake neighbor? 

For nearly half a century, with all the multiplied com- 
plications of our civil war and fenian raids, we have had 
the single ship "Michigan," with but a partial armament, 
and utterly unfit to cope with modern vessels of war. 
Nor has there been the slightest molestation of our great 
and growing cities of the Lakes. None would know, 
unless he inquired, whether there was any means of 
defence. 

Not long since the " Michigan" was disabled. It was 
not considered safe to build a fire under her boilers. Her 
hull, it is feared, is essentially dilapidated, and it was 
deemed necessary to have her towed to Buffalo for repairs. 

In the mean time it is not learned that any one sleeps 
less profoundly, or that any danger signals are, for this 
reason, hoisted at any lake ports. And why? Simply 



SEAL POACHING. 

Anger of the Canadians over the Situation — American Fleet on 
the Way. 

According to a special to the New York Tribune from 
San Francisco advices from Port Townsend show that 
great dissatisfaction prevails there and at Victoria over 
the new modus vivendi in Behring Sea. From present 
appearances the greater part of the British Columbia 
sealing fleet will be captured in Behring Sea, for there is 
no way of warning these vessels of the nesv orders to 
arrest all schooners found in the sea. What will also be 
a hardship is that every man found on board these sailing 
vessels will be liable to punishment, instead of simply the 
master as heretofore. 

About thirty British Columbia sealers are now working 
along the southern shores of the Aleutian Islands, follow- 
ing seals on their way to the Behring Sea. They were 
instructed to get into Behring Sea as early as possible, 
and when an American war vessel appears they will do 
their utmost to elude it, so that it will be difficult to warn 
them of the new instructions. The inevitable result will 
be the capture and confiscation of three-fourths of the 
fleet. 

British Columbians are angry at Sir Charles Tupper 
for his failure to warn them in time of the new ruling on 
the modus vivendi. Then the fleet could be informed 
and the seizures avoided. 

The revenue cutter Corwin is expected at San Fran- 
cisco in a few days. From private letters from an officer 
on board it is learned that Capt. Hooper has secured 
valuable data in regard to the loss of seal life by poachers 
in the open sea. Four native hunters were carried and 
whenever the weather permitted they went out in canoes 
and shot seals. A careful record was kept of the seals 
killed and wounded, and those which escaped, in order to 
show the loss sustained. 

The Corwin cruised along south-eastern Alaska and 
experienced tremendous gales. A heavy sea one day 
smashed or carried away all the boats on the port side. 
After the celebration of the discovery of the Columbia 
River, which begins to-morrow and lasts three days, it is 
expected that the cruiser Yorktown and the steamers 
Adams and Albatross will start at once for Behring Sea. 
— Boston Journal. 



